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BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTIS: Today's date is 
December 27, 2001. The time is approximately 1110 
hours. My name is Battalion Chief Art Lakiotis, 
safety command, New York City Fire Department. 
I'm conducting an interview with -- 
FIREFIGHTER VASQUEZ: Firefighter Paul 
Vasquez, Engine Company 284. 
BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTIS: This is regarding 
the events of September 11, 2001. 
Q. Paul, if you would, just tell me verbally how 
the events unfolded for you that day. 
A. I was at home, saw it on TV, the first. My 
wife woke me up. I saw the first building burning. I 
watched on the news. I called up the firehouse, asked 
what was going on, if they had a recall going on or 
anything. They said nothing yet, stay home, stay by 
the phone. So after the second one, I called again. 
They told me it was a recall. I came in. 

I came in, got changed. The truck and the 
engine were gone already, 284 and Ladder 149 were gone 
already, and I just got changed, took one of the guys' 
own private vehicle and headed up the Gowanus to the 
Brooklyn Bridge. They were holding people there. 


Emergency vehicles were allowed to go over, and they 
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were holding up guys in emergency vehicles waiting. 

They sent us over, and then the rigs came 
over. We parked by the federal building over there, 
and it was already dust clouds, so I guess the first 
building already collapsed, and we started walking in, 
and not that long after that we heard, like, the rumble 
of the second building collapsing. 

The first -- couple of us -- they were 
putting us in groups, trying to keep together. The 
first thing we started doing was -- I think it was 
Church and Vesey there was a bunch of cars on fire. 

Q. Here iS a map. You may be able to orient 
yourself. 

A. I think it was Church, Trinity and Vesey. 
They were a bunch of car fires here on Vesey Street, 
and there was a couple of guys dressed in civilian 
clothes operating a hose line, so we took that from 
them and started trying to start putting out these car 
fires. 

We were kind of hindered because of the lack 
of water, was like really bad water pressure, but we 
did the best we could, and we stayed there for I don't 
know how long exactly. We stayed there for awhile, 


started putting out -- trying to put out these car 
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fires. 
Later on World Trade Center, I guess, 
Building 5, that was burning. They saw a couple of 
firefighters on the roof. They brought a couple of 
trunks over trying to get the aerial up and trying to 
get a tower ladder up. The building was too tall, I 
believe, and they hooked up the -- I believe they got 
out. They came down. A little while later I sawa 
couple of guys coming out of there, and the tower 
ladder started trying to put out the fire there. 
We went up to Fulton and rather Vesey -- no, 
Fulton and Broadway. I think it was 212. They brought 
an engine down to try to pump more water to the tower 
ladder. We stayed in this area trying to help with the 
hoses, help the tower ladders getting set up on 
Building 4 and 5. 
Q. Any other companies that were there with you 
besides the guys at 284? 
A. I saw apparatus from tower ladder -- now I 


can't remember the numbers. 


Q. I know. 
A. It's a mess. 
Q. Most of us can't remember too much of that 


day. 
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A. We stayed in this area for awhile. 

Q. Those building were going pretty merrily. 

A. Yes. 

Q. I didn't get around to that point. I stayed 
on West and Vesey, West and Liberty most of the time 
there. I saw some shots of that, the two, four and 
five, and they were going pretty good. 

A. I mean, they had a couple like three or four 
tower ladders going, but the pressure wasn't there. 

Q. The pressure wasn't there. You couldn't do 
much with it, no. 

A. Couldn't do much with it. We stayed in this 
area for awhile, and we started wandering around, and 
we came around to where like 6 and 7 were, and actually 
7, we were coming down this corner going to try to find 
something to do, and that's when they were telling us 7 
is going to go, 7 is going to go, so we kind of backed 
away . 

Then we made our way back down. I believe it 
looks like Trinity here, and there was a building on 
fire. I believe it was -- I'm not exactly sure. 

Q. I think 1 Liberty was on fire. 

A. I'm talking about further down, down in 


here. There was a fire in the basement. We took some 
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hose off. I think it was 321, and we were trying to 
hook up to the standpipe, get water to the building's 
system, and then we went down into the basement of a 
building. We had -- the chief there didn't want 
anybody going down unless we had masks on. We had 
found masks. We went down, and we were trying to open 
-- force the door. We could feel it was hot, but they 

lost water pressure, so they evacuated the building. 

And for a couple of hours they couldn't get 
water pressure. Saw smoke coming out of that building 
and we knew, you Know, it was probably going, started 
going again rather well, but we just didn't have the 
pressure for it. You Know, it was chaos, and nobody 
knew what was going on. 

We did a search an of building. I don't even 
know where. There was a bar and a building next to 
it. It got hit pretty bad, looked like from debris and 
stuff like that. Did a quick search of the building, 
and it was empty. There was a dog in the bathtub, but 
it was a big dog, and we just left it there. 

I mean, I think a little while later we made 
our way down to West and Liberty, see what was going on 
down there. There was nothing much we could do. 


Didn't look like anybody needed help. 
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A lot of guys hanging around, looking for 
something to do, and then I was going back up to 
Trinity, and that's pretty much where we stayed for the 
rest of the day. 

Q. And then you just took off? Relieved or just 
too tired? How did you get back? 

A. We were kind of tired, and then walked down 
to battery -- to the tunnel. 

Q. You walked through the tunnel? 

A. They gave us a ride through the tunnel, and 
the chief we were with, his car was parked on the other 
side, and he gave us a ride back to quarters. 

Q. Great, good. Very good. 

A. And, you know, everybody knows the water 
pressure seemed to be the biggest problem. 

Q. Yeah, the water pressure was shot. We tried 
after the first collapse. We tried to test some 
hydrants, and they had water, but there was absolutely 
no pressure on them. 

A. And then, you know, later on at night we 
helped them trying to search, but there was so many 
people on the pile, and too many people running over 
each other. 


Q. Exactly. Nobody was hurt. 
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A. We went around trying to help out wherever we 
could. 
BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTIS: I thank you. 
That concludes the interview. It's 


approximately 11:15. 


